Sept. 9, 2015
Media Contact:
Claudia Morlan, Elmore Public Relations
832-725-6884 (cell) or claudia@elmorepr.com
 
MEDIA/PHOTO OPPORTUNITY

Designer Talk and Tour of Buffalo Bayou Park
Briefing and tour of the renovated park and its major destinations in advance of the  public opening on October 3, 2015
                               
 
WHAT:                 The $58 million renovation of Buffalo Bayou Park by Buffalo Bayou Partnership will be complete in Fall 2015 and the public celebration is set for October 3, 2015.

The 160-acre, 2.3-mile park has been under construction for more than three years with several features completed over this period, including trails, pedestrian bridges, enhancements at Eleanor Tinsley Park, signature lunar cycle lighting, gardens, and the Johnny Steele Dog Park.  

Scheduled to be complete and open in Fall 2015 are major destinations such as the Barbara Fish Daniel Nature Play Area, The Water Works, and Lost Lake. “Monumental Moments” by Anthony Thompson Shumate was recently installed throughout Buffalo Bayou Park.

The project managers and designers of Buffalo Bayou Park will offer a briefing and tour of the park and major destinations for members of the media in advance of the public celebration.
                               
WHEN:                 Monday, September 14, 2015
10 – 10:35 am: Briefing/Designer Talk
10:45 – 11 am: One-on-one interviews
11 am to Noon: Golf cart tours  (highlights: Shumate art, Johnny Steele Dog Park, garden areas, Eleanor Tinsley Park, The Water Works, and Barbara Fish Daniel Nature Play Area)
Noon: Return to Lost Lake; briefing/tour of The Dunlavy
 
WHO:                   The project managers and designers of Buffalo Bayou Park
Buffalo Bayou Partnership: Anne Olson – president
SWA: Scott McCready – lead consultant, landscape design
Page: Larry Speck – consultant, architecture design
                                Clark Cooper Concepts – event space, The Dunlavy
 
VISUALS:             Exclusive briefing and Q&A with managers and designers 
Tour and opportunity for photography at select park destinations 
Mobile Mug courtesy of Clark Cooper Concepts
 
WHERE:               Buffalo Bayou Park – Lost Lake
                                3422 Allen Parkway, Houston, TX 77019
                                Parking lot available
 
###
About Buffalo Bayou Partnership
 
Created in 1986, Buffalo Bayou Partnership is the 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization transforming and revitalizing Buffalo Bayou, Houston's greatest natural resource. For more information, visit www.buffalobayou.org.
 
The $58 million Buffalo Bayou Park project is a collaboration of Buffalo Bayou Partnership, the City of Houston through Houston Parks & Recreation Department, the Harris County Flood Control District and the Kinder Foundation. For the first 30 years after the park opens, Downtown TIRZ #3 will contribute $2 million per year for the park's maintenance and operations. The Kinder Foundation committed a $30 million catalyst gift for the project and Buffalo Bayou Partnership raised the remaining $23.5 million for the improvements. For more information about the park improvements, please visit www.buffalobayoupark.org.
 
 
 
About Anne Olson: As president of Buffalo Bayou Partnership (BBP), the non-profit organization overseeing the beautification and revitalization activities along Houston’s historic Buffalo Bayou, she oversaw the development, design, fundraising, construction, and ultimately the operation of Buffalo Bayou Park.
 
About Scott McCready, ASLA: Associate and senior engineer in SWA’s Houston office with over 20 years of both regional and international experience in landscape architecture, planning and urban design. SWA serves as the lead designer on Buffalo Bayou Park. Scott’s previous projects along Houston’s waterways include Sabine Promenade, Rosemont Bridge, and Brays Bayou.
 
About Larry Speck, FAIA: Senior Principal of Page, the architectural design lead on Buffalo Bayou Park. Larry is known for his diverse portfolio of award-winning architecture. Prior projects include Austin Convention Center, the architecture of Discovery Green park in Houston, and the Austin-Bergstrom International Airport.
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